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Access to Healthcare 
	United States is one of the wealthiest nations and at the same time one of the few developed nations that does not have a universal access to healthcare. Instead we have a fee for service system where some people are able to gain an access to healthcare and some don’t. Since access to healthcare requires a fee, groups that are mostly affected by the fee for service system are people of color, emigrants, homeless people and seniors and children are among the vulnerable group as well. Thus I am going to emphasize the benefits of the universal healthcare system and show the disadvantages of the fee for service system. 
Four years ago the Institute of Medicine and the National Research Council convened a panel of experts to assess the nation’s health compared with 16 other rich nations. It was found that American’s had the second highest mortality rate from non-communicable conditions such as diabetes, heart disease or violence. A 15 year old American girl has 1 in 25 chance of dying before she turns 50, which is twice the risk found in the comparison countries. Teenagers and young adults have higher rates of obesity, mental illness, sexually transmitted disease and injuries among the other 16 countries. U.S. ranks in the bottom four among the 30 industrialized nations in terms of days lost to disability (www.nytimes.com). Some may argue that healthcare issue may be tight to social inequality and that social inequality is tight to socioeconomic status. Others believe that social inequalities are based on race and/or gender. 
For over 20 years pools have shown that Americans are dissatisfied with their health care. U.S. spends on health care more than any other country without getting better health outcomes. According to www.healthcareprocon.org 33 million people in the United States (10.4% of the US population) did not have health insurance in 2014 according to the US Census Bureau. Proponents of right to health care say that providing all citizens the right to health care is good for economic productivity. On the other hand the opponents argue that providing a right to health care could create a doctor shortage. 
Proponents of the right to health care say that no one in the richest nation on earth should go without health care. According to www.healthcareprocon.com right to health care would stop medical bankruptcies, improve public health, and reduce overall health care spending. Instituting a right to health care could lower the cost of health care in the United States. A right to health care could make medical services affordable for everyone. A right to health care could stop medical bankruptcies. “Political will and a social compact are prerequisites for both access and sustainable health systems. Most of the countries with the highest scores on the index share a political and financial commitment to improving access to healthcare and a strong civil society in which corruption levels are low, accountability is high, and the public expects services to be available for them” (http://www.eiu.com).
Opponents argue that a right to health care amounts to socialism and that it should be an individual's responsibility, not the government's role, to secure health care.  According to www.healthcareprocon.org the government provision of health care would decrease the quality and availability of health care, and would lead to larger government debt and deficits. They argue that a right to health care could increase the US debt and deficit, raise taxes, and cause people to overuse health care resources. The reality is that lower the person or the group in the socioeconomic strata the higher the likelihood that they will leave in poverty. This is directly linked to social inequalities and access to healthcare. 
In conclusion behind much of the healthcare debate is the question whether the United States is exceptional. I believe that as a leading economic country U.S. government should value the wellbeing and the lives of its citizens more than the monetary profit for the big corporations. Health care is not a luxury it’s a basic necessity of life. Being one of the leading economies in the world we should be able to provide healthcare access to all of our citizens regardless of race, ethnicity, gender age and socioeconomic status. 
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